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Design for Resilience
The theme of this year’s fellowship is set in the context of the unexpected and our attitude to risk.
Those of us familiar with filling in risk assessments understand the difference between various
obvious risks with avoidable consequences and their likelihood of occurrence, but the tendency is
only to pay lip service to the extremely unlikely with far reaching consequences. Rare events,
because of their nature tend to be far apart in time and the intellectual capital acquired in dealing
with them can wither between the generations. Much of what we design is for an unambiguous
purpose, whether it is a product, a service or a system in response to a clear market demand. Even
where there is no apparent demand brilliant design can create one and there are many examples
of aspirational products becoming highly successful and celebrated. Designers are often motivated
to be inventive and set trends, or to create desirable products with ever increasing (but not
necessarily used) functionality – to perpetuate the allure of the latest model can lead to wasteful
obsolescence, while nevertheless admired as good business.
What if we re-thought our approach to design in the light of scarcity of resources? Climate change
is making us re-think in so many ways our response to new environmental and social pressures.
We are witnessing the search for certainty in science vying with the pragmatism of politics as we
wrestle with a pandemic. Suddenly, simple but ingenious solutions to problems are welcomed.
Flexibility and adaptability are invaluable to provide fast responses to crises; in what way, large or
small, should we design for resilience in advance?
Outcomes
The Fellowship will result in a detailed report with serious, well-researched and practical proposals
that address the question and challenge designers to take the outcomes into account. The means
of dissemination should be carefully considered to provide maximum impact and genuinely make
a difference.
Who Should Apply
Applications are welcomed from post-graduates, researchers, practitioners or professionals on a
career break. Entries will be accepted not only from individuals but also from formal or informal
partnerships. Candidates should be UK based aiming to carry out research over a 2 year period
culminating in a milestone output of significance. In all cases candidates should identify a mentor
who can contribute objectively to the project and widen the reach of outputs to help make a
difference.
Applications are made via our online application portal, where we ask applicants to upload an
outline of the proposed project of no more than two pages of A4 and a CV.
Please visit www.royalcommission1851.org.uk for full details of how to apply.

